
Work ing pa per 1

The Af ri can Synod (Synod of Bish ops for Af rica: Sec ond Spe cial As -
sem bly)
“The Church in Af rica in ser vice to Rec on cil i a tion, Jus tice and Peace”.

THE AF RI CAN SYNOD IN AN EC U MEN I -
CAL AND INTER-FAITH PER SPEC TIVE
Pro pos als for reflexion and ac tion in Groups and Small
Chris tian Com mu ni ties
In April 1994, Pope John Paul II opened the “Spe cial As sem bly of the
Synod of Bish ops for Af rica” in Rome. It was an un for get ta ble mo ment for
the Af ri can Church. Bish ops from the whole con ti nent of Af rica came to -
gether to look at the life of the Af ri can Church and her evan ge liz ing mis -
sion to wards the year 2000: “You shall be my wit nesses” (Acts 1, 8)!
In Sep tem ber 1995 the Pope came to Af rica to cel e brate the Synod on Af -
ri can soil and brought us the fruits of that Synod ex pressed in the Ap os -
tolic Ex hor ta tion “The Church in Af rica”. He told all Chris tians in Af rica:
“The Synod is over, the Synod has just be gun!”
This means: the Synod of the Bish ops in Rome is over; the Synod is now
start ing in our di o cese, par ishes and Chris tian com mu ni ties. The great chal -
lenge is to study the teach ing of the Synod, to dis cuss the im por tant is sues
in our com mu ni ties in or der to trans form our per sonal lives and our com -
mu ni ties in the spirit of the Synod.
Pope John Paul took his in vi ta tion at heart and an nounced in the year 2004 
his in ten tion to bring to gether a sec ond spe cial as sem bly of the Af ri can
Synod. His suc ces sor Pope Ben e dict XVI con firmed the ini tia tive, spec i fy -
ing the topic: “The Church in Af rica in ser vice to rec on cil i a tion, jus tice and 
peace. “You are the salt of the earth; you are the light of the world” Mt 5,
13-16. 
The sit u a tion in Af rica has changed con sid er ably since 1994. The new re al -
ity re quires a thor ough study in view of a re newed evangelization ef fort
to day. The Church in Af rica, “Fam ily of God” has to con sider this re al ity
and make Af rica more and more the “Home land of Je sus Christ”.
Church doc u ments are at times dif fi cult to un der stand and to ap ply in
daily life. These work ing pa pers of fer some in tro duc tion to var i ous
themes of the Synod and help us to share and dis cuss their mean ing for
our per sonal life and the Church in Af rica. Small Chris tian com mu ni ties
and dif fer ent groups of Chris tians are in vited to be come aware of the im -



pli ca tion of the themes for our Church life. Shar ing in com mon re flex ion and dis cus -
sions will al low us to look to those is sues to gether in the light of the Gos pel and to
in spire us and be come more and more liv ing wit nesses, cred i ble and ef fec tive, at the
ser vice of our Af ri can Broth ers and Sis ters.

Lis ten ing to the Synod
“The Church in Af rica in ser vice to Rec on cil i a tion, Jus tice
and Peace”

Chap ter I.: “Af rica at the dawn of the 21st cen tury”
Chap ter I.3. n.24- 29: “Re li gions in ser vice to Rec on cil i a tion, Peace and Jus tice

in Af rica” 
“In the com mit ment to rec on cil i a tion, jus tice and peace, Chris tians can not ig nore the

prayer of the Lord and Mas ter of Life: “May they all be one… so that the world may be lieve it 
was you who sent me” (Jn 17:21). The shared ba sis of Af ri can cul ture, en riched by the Word
of Life, is a great ad van tage in seek ing to gether ways and means to make the Chris tian evan -
gel i cal wit ness more and more cred i ble. Ev ery Chris tian is called to pro mote any ini tia tive
that fa vors unity”.

In tro duc tory text to the Synod, Lineamenta n. 29
“With this in mind, the Af ri can re li gious and cul tural set ting can be an ally in the di a logue

with other re li gions and other Chris tians for a pro found evangelization ef fort and hu man
pro mo tion…“

In tro duc tory text to the Synod, Lineamenta n. 29
“In con sid er ing these top ics, at ten tion must be given to the op por tu ni ties pro vided by di a -

logue with some Mus lim com mu ni ties and mem bers of Af ri can Tra di tional Re li gion (ATR).
These re li gions are open to col lab o rate in bring ing about rec on cil i a tion, jus tice and peace.
Un doubt edly, there can be no peace with out col lab o ra tion among the dif fer ent re li gions”

In tro duc tory text to the Synod, Lineamenta n. 24

Aware that all Churches and dif fer ent Faith Groups in Af rica
are in vited to be:

“Salt of the earth, and light of the World” Mt 5:13-14;
We are more and more con scious and chal lenged to share as Chris tians be long ing to
dif fer ent Churches and even be liev ers of other Re li gions a the com mon re spon si bil -
ity to the ser vice of our peo ple in the whole of the Af ri can com mu nity. We re al ize
more and more that we are so dif fer ent, and some times di vided and op posed, but we
share a com mon call to build a more hu man and Af ri can com mu nity in the name of
our re li gious in spi ra tion.
The needs of the Af ri can com mu ni ties and the peo ple we serve, in vite us to rec og -
nize and en gage to gether in that same ser vice. Many ini tia tives ex ist and are ex e cuted 
in a dis persed way at the ser vice of the same com mu ni ties, over lap ping each other,
with out rec og niz ing their sim i lar ity and com mon in spi ra tion. Some times the pro -
jects of our Churches and faith com mu ni ties risk to op pose or ham per each other’s
ef forts in a re gret ta ble way, spoil ing ef forts and fi nan cial in vest ments.
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We would like to dis cover in a com mon ap proach with the
Chris tian Churches and other faiths:
How the in vi ta tion of a com mon ser vice to the “Af ri can Fam ily” is a God-given op -
por tu nity to join ef forts and col lab o rate in this ser vice to Rec on cil i a tion, Jus tice and
Peace.
In an ec u men i cal spirit of mu tual rec og ni tion and ap pre ci a tion of our com mon re -
spon si bil ity we hear the chal lenge for a com mon ser vice. We would like to share the
in vi ta tion for that ser vice with our broth ers and sis ters of all Chris tian Churches and 
other faith com mu ni ties in the Af ri can con ti nent and par tic u larly in the con text of
Kenya.

We pro pose and en gage in the im ple men ta tion of our ser vice, 
as far as pos si ble:
> To know lo cally how other faith com mu ni ties and Chris tian Churches are

en gaged in the ser vice to Rec on cil i a tion, Jus tice and Peace. 
1. In a fra ter nal and sim ple way we in quire and learn what is done by those com -

mu ni ties con cern ing the most ur gent and chal leng ing hu man sit u a tions.

2. We ap pre ci ate their plan ning and ac tiv i ties and share our ap pre ci a tions.

3. We ex press our sol i dar ity with out any in tru sion.
> To share our own ini tia tives with out any com plex of su pe ri or ity and

build them up, as much as pos si ble in mu tual un der stand ing and 
com mon con cern.

We share our so cial anal y sis of the hu man sit u a tions and dis cover to gether the need to 
serve as a faith Com mu ni ties where our ser vice seems to be use ful and pos si ble.
We give wit ness of our re li gious mo ti va tions and share the call to ser vice we dis cern to -
gether.
> To dis cern to gether if a com mon ser vice be comes ev i dent and 

pos si ble. 

We lis ten to the Spirit of God, to pro mote com mon friend ship and
aware ness that will move us into shared ini tia tives, in due time.
Com mon pro jects need wis dom and good lead er ship and on go ing eval u a tion. 
We avoid to gether hu man temp ta tions such as jeal ousy, the com plex of su pe ri or ity,
etc, and we re sist them in com mon dis cern ment.
We give a reg u lar feed back and ac count to the ap pro pri ate au thor i ties for as sess ment
and con fir ma tion.

 “Af rica will find the strength and en er gies needed for this re birth”! 
(In tro duc tory text to the Synod, Lineamenta n. 29)
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Com mis sion for Ecu me nism
Email: ecu me nism@catholicchurch.or.ke

“Synod” is a Greek word mean ing “walk ing to gether”. The Synod in vites us to walk
to gether Bish ops and priests, lay and re li gious, women and men as, be liev ers of dif fer -
ent faith com mu ni ties as the one Fam ily of God in Af rica. Walk ing to gether in these
chang ing times in spired by the faith of Je sus we seek new ways to live as Chris tians
un der the guid ance of His Spirit.
“En coun ter and Di a logue” are dif fer ent step stones to meet and build our Af ri can
So ci ety. Our Af ri can cul ture of “hos pi tal ity” in vites us to open our doors, to sit to -
gether and share and en rich each other. Chris tians and peo ple of dif fer ent faiths will
search to gether to en rich and in spire each other, each one of fers his wis dom con fi dent
that a real and hon est shar ing will chal lenges each one for a pro found con ver sion.

Some use ful doc u ment:
“The Church in Af rica” – “Kanisa barani Af rica” (Paulines pub li ca tions. Sep tem -
ber 1995)
Post-Syn odal ap os tolic ex hor ta tion of the Holy Fa ther John Paul II

NB: The num bers in this doc u ment re fer to this Ap os tolic ex hor ta tion.
“The Af ri can Synod co mes home” A sim pli fied text on the Af ri can Synod. 
Ed ited by AMECEA pas to ral de part ment 1995.

NB: Large quo ta tions of this text are used in this doc u ment.
The work doc u ment “The Af ri can Synod in an ec u men i cal and Inter-faith per spec tive” has 

been pre pared by the Ken yan Epis co pal Com mis sion for Ecu me nism.
We would like to wel come other pro pos als for shar ing in our lo cal com mu ni ties, pro pos ing

the main themes of the Af ri can Synod.
Sup ple men tary cop ies of this folder can be ob tained in the cath o lic Sec re tar iat’s, Com mis -

sion for Ecu me nism. Feel free even tu ally to make more cop ies your self.
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Work ing pa per 3

The Af ri can Synod (Synod of Bish ops for Af rica: Sec ond Spe -
cial As sem bly)
“The Church in Af rica in ser vice to Rec on cil i a tion, Jus tice and Peace”. 

EN COUN TER AND DI A LOGUE WITH
OTHER FAITHS AND ES PE CIALLY IS LAM 
Pro pos als for re flex ion and ac tion in Groups and Small
Chris tian Com mu ni ties
In April 1994 Pope John Paul II opened the “Spe cial As sem bly of the Synod of
Bish ops for Af rica” in Rome. It was an un for get ta ble mo ment for the Af ri can
Church. Bish ops from the whole con ti nent of Af rica came to gether to look at the
life of the Af ri can Church and her evan ge liz ing mis sion to wards the year 2000:
“You shall be my wit nesses” (Acts 1, 8)! In Sep tem ber 1995 the Pope came to Af -
rica to cel e brate the Synod on Af ri can soil and brought us the fruits of that Synod
ex pressed in the Ap os tolic Ex hor ta tion “The Church in Af rica.”

In deed the great chal lenge is to study the teach ing of the Synod, to dis cuss the im -
por tant is sues in our com mu ni ties in or der to trans form our per sonal lives and
our com mu ni ties in the spirit of the Synod.

Pope Ben e dict XVI con firmed the ini tia tive of his pre de ces sor in the year 2007,
spec i fy ing the topic: “The Church in Af rica in ser vice to rec on cil i a tion, jus tice and
peace. “You are the salt of the earth; you are the light of the world” Mt 5, 13-16.

The sit u a tion in Af rica has changed con sid er ably since 1994. The new re al ity re -
quires a thor ough study in view of a re newed evangelization ef fort to day. The
Church in Af rica, “Fam ily of God” has to con sider this re al ity and make Af rica
more and more the “Home land of Je sus Christ.”

Church doc u ments are at times dif fi cult to un der stand and to ap ply in daily life.
These work ing pa pers of fer some in tro duc tion to var i ous themes of the Synod
and help us to share and dis cuss their mean ing for our per sonal life and the
Church in Af rica. Small Chris tian com mu ni ties and dif fer ent groups of Chris tians
are in vited to be come aware of the im pli ca tion of the themes for our Church life.
Shar ing in com mon re flex ion and dis cus sions will al low us to look to those is sues
to gether in the light of the Gos pel and to in spire us and be come more and more
liv ing wit nesses, cred i ble and ef fec tive, at the ser vice of our Af ri can Broth ers and
Sis ters.

“En coun ter and Di a logue” are dif fer ent step stones to meet and build our Af ri -
can So ci ety. Our Af ri can cul ture of “hos pi tal ity” in vites us to open our doors, to
sit to gether and share and en rich each other. Chris tians and peo ple of dif fer ent
faiths will search to gether to en rich and in spire each other, each one of fers his
wis dom con fi dent that a real and hon est shar ing will chal lenges each one for a
pro found con ver sion.



Lis ten ing to the Synod
Di a logue is the Way of life of God’s Fam ily.
Mem bers of a fam ily share their daily joys and sor rows and face the prob lems of life to gether. Ev -
ery one has some thing to con trib ute. In our so cial life and con tacts with other peo ple, each one
should have a voice, a role to play and a con tri bu tion to make in the de ci sions of the com mu nity. 
To day we re al ize that there are true val ues in ev ery cul ture and re li gion, and there are also
neg a tive el e ments. Af rica has a great wealth of cul tures and val ues to share with all faith com -
mu ni ties and cul tures.
Liv ing in the “global vil lage” means that be liev ers of dif fer ent re li gions in ter act on a daily ba sis.
Tra di tional eth i cal, moral and re li gious val ues are con stantly ques tioned and oc ca sion ally
eroded. This is true for all re li gions .How do we re act to these chal lenges. Do we face them,
con front them, dis cuss them … or do we turn in on our selves and re fuse the chal lenges.

Read Ap os tolic Ex hor ta tion: “The Church in Af rica “

n.65 Evangelization and Inculturation. Di a logue

How to pro mote “Di a logue and En coun ter” with Broth ers and Sis -
ters of Other Re li gions?
En coun ter, di a logue and lis ten ing to oth ers and shar ing our own be liefs with oth ers, is not a
choice. It is a must. It is part of our Chris tian mis sion to be a wit ness of Christ to all.
Di a logue and en coun ter are founded in our Chris tian be lief that:

> All peo ples have a com mon or i gin and com mon end which is God
> In a mys te ri ous way Je sus is in com mu nion with each and ev ery hu man per son 
> The “new com mand ment of love” em braces all the mem bers of the “hu man fam ily’
> In a mys te ri ous way, the Holy Spirit is pres ent in the hearts of all per sons
> The will and the de sire of God is to lib er ate and save all hu man per son.

The En coun ter and Di a logue with our broth ers and sis ters of other re li gions is even more ur gent
in our world of to-day. Gods plan is to bring all of us to gether in one Fam ily: “He has let us know
the mys tery of his pur pose which he de ter mined be fore hand in Christ, that he would bring ev ery -
thing to gether un der Christ, as head, ev ery thing in heaven and on earth. (Eph. 1.9-10).

Read Ap os tolic Ex hor ta tion: “The Church in Af rica “

n. 27-28A his toric mo ment of grace. God’s will to save Af rica.

n..55 Evangelization and Inculturation. The Church mis sion

n. 79 Pres ent-day chal lenges. A rec on ciled Com mu nity.

n. 137You shall be my wit nesses. Ho li ness and Mis sion 
Mus lims have been pres ent in sub- Sa ha ran Af rica al most since the be gin ning of Is lam. Af ri can
Mus lims are grow ing now days more aware of their iden tity, more con scious of their be long -
ing to the “umma”, the world wide Mus lim com mu nity. Af ri can Chris tians and Mus lims have,
for the most part, lived to gether for cen tu ries. Some fam i lies have mem bers who are Mus lims
and oth ers who are Chris tians. Some ten sions and some times vi o lent con fron ta tions may
take place. The need for un der stand ing and open ness to en coun ter and di a logue is more ur -
gent now than ever. Since the sec ond Vat i can Coun cil (1962-65), the Cath o lic Church en -
cour ages di a logue and en coun ter with Mus lims.

How can we pro mote the Spirit of Di a logue with other Re li gions?
Un for tu nately, re li gion that is meant to unite all peo ple of ten di vides them. To make re li gion a
way to greater unity, we have to pro mote shar ing rather than con fron ta tion.

How can En coun ter and Di a logue, re spect and tol er ance be learned?
> Cath o lic schools should be open to all with out dis crim i na tion. They should be places

where ini ti a tion to di a logue of life among young peo ple of dif fer ent re li gions is started.
> Cath o lic groups should be pro mot ing such val ues as lis ten ing, re spect and tol er ance. 
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> Chris tians should be helped to dis cover the pos i tive val ues within re li gions and Is lam.

What can be Ob sta cles and Dan gers to Di a logue?
> Re li gious fun da men tal ism and fa nat i cism can lead to in tol er ance and vi o lence in the

name of God.
> Mak ing com pro mises and tak ing as less im por tant that what is the cen tre of our

Chris tian faith, what makes us Chris tians: our be lief in God, Fa ther, Son and Holy
Spirit, and Je sus as the only Sav iour of hu man kind.

> Di a logue with peo ple of other re li gions does not mean that we stop our mis sion of
evangelization, of be ing wit nesses of Christ to the world. Di a logue is one of the many 
ways in which we are called to be wit nesses of Christ.

Lis ten ing to the Scrip tures
Wis dom 9, 16-18: “It is hard enough for us to work out what is on earth, la bo ri ous to
know what lies within our reach; and we could ever have known your will, had you not given
Wis dom and sent your holy Spirit from above? Thus have the paths of those on earth been
straight ened and peo ple have been saved by Wis dom”

Syrah 43, 30 – 33: “Ex alt the Lord in your praises as high as you may –still the Lord sur -
passes you. Who has ever seen God to de scribe Him? Many mys ter ies re main even greater
than these, for we have seen only a few of his works, the Lord him self hav ing cre ated all things
and given wis dom to those who are de vout”.

Acts of the Apos tles 17, 25-28: ‘It is He who gives ev ery thing – in clud ing breath and life 
to ev ery one. From one sin gle prin ci ple he not only cre ated the whole hu man race so that
they could oc cupy the en tire world but God de creed the times and lim its of their hab i ta tion.
And he did this so that they might seek the de ity and, by feel ing their way to wards him, suc -
ceed in find ing him; and in deed he is not far from any of us. Since it is in him that we live, and
move and ex ist”.

Ap os tolic Ex hor ta tion “The Church in Af rica” of
the Holy Fa ther John Paul II
“Open ness to di a logue is the Chris tian‘s at ti tude in side the com mu nity as well as with other
be liev ers and with men and women of good will”.
Com mit ment to di a logue must also em brace all Mus lims of good will. Chris tians can not for -
get that many Mus lims try to im i tate the faith of Abra ham and to live the de mands of the
Decalogue. In this re gard the Mes sage of the Synod em pha sizes that the liv ing God, Cre ator
of heaven and earth and the Lord of His tory, is the Fa ther of the one great hu man fam ily to
which we all be long. As such, he wants to bear wit ness to him through our re spect for the val -
ues and re li gious tra di tions of each per son, work ing to gether for hu man prog ress and de vel -
op ment at all lev els. Far from wish ing to be the one in whose name would kill other peo ple, he 
re quires be liev ers to join to gether in the ser vice of life and in jus tice and peace.
Chris tians and Mus lims are called to com mit them selves to pro mot ing a di a logue free from
the risks of false prom ises or mil i tant fun da men tal ism and to rais ing their voices against un fair 
pol i cies and prac tices, as well as against the lack of rec i proc ity in mat ters of re li gious free dom.

Read Ap os tolic Ex hor ta tion: “The Church in Af rica “ n.65-66 Evangelization and Inculturation.
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The voice of the Vat i can Coun cil 
“Fi nally, those who have not yet re ceived the Gos pel are re lated in var i ous ways to the peo ple
of God… Those also can at tain the sal va tion who brought no fault of their own do not know
the Gos pel of Christ or his Church, yet sin cerely seek God and moved by grace strive by their 
deeds to do his will as it is known to them through the dic tates of con science.”
“The Church, there fore, ex horts her sons that trough di a logue and col lab o ra tion with the
fol low ers of other re li gions car ried out with pru dence and love and in wit ness to the Chris -
tian faith and life, they rec og nize, pre serve and pro mote the good things, spir i tual and moral,
as well as the so cial val ues found among these men.”

Vat i can II. Con sti tu tion of the Church. n. 16 

The re la tion of the Church to non-Chris tian re li gions. n. 2

Ques tions to be asked, ac tions to be taken
All Chris tians, not only re li gious lead ers and spe cial ists, are in vited to en gage in en -
coun ter and di a logue with other re li gious. En coun ter with be liev ers of other re li -
gions can be come a daily ex pe ri ence for ev ery Chris tian in our multi cul tural world.
We can meet other be liev ers of other re li gions in our own fam ily, in our neigh bor -
hood, in our vil lage or city.
But how do we go about it? How to get re ally in volved? 
First of all we have to know our selves and our own faith, not in or der to prove that
we are right, but so as to pres ent our selves as valu able and trust wor thy wit nesses.
How do I/do we grow in this self-con scious ness?
How can I/can we be come a more cred i ble wit ness?
Then we could make an ef fort to better un der stand the point of view of the other
be liever, out of re spect for the truth and also to avoid mis un der stand ing and il lu sions.
How do I/do we come to that?
There are dif fer ent pos si ble ways of en ter ing into Di a logue:
> Di a logue in daily life: liv ing in a real spirit of open ness and con tact with other be liev -

ers, shar ing sor rows and joys of daily liv ing.
> Di a logue through com mon ac tion: Chris tians and non-Chris tians alike work ing to -

gether to re al ize the in te gral de vel op ment and lib er a tion of all peo ple.
> What can I/can we do con cretely? How to go about it?

Com mis sion for Ecu me nism March 2008
Email: ecu me nism@catholicchurch.or.ke

Some use ful doc u ment:
“The Church in Af rica” – “Kanisa barani Af rica” (Paulines pub li ca tions. Sep tem ber 1995)
Post-Syn odal ap os tolic ex hor ta tion of the Holy Fa ther John Paul II

NB: The num bers in this doc u ment re fer to this Ap os tolic ex hor ta tion.
“The Af ri can Synod co mes home” A sim pli fied text on the Af ri can Synod. 
Ed ited by AMECEA pas to ral de part ment 1995.

NB: Large quo ta tions of this text are used in this doc u ment.

The work doc u ment “The Af ri can Synod in an ec u men i cal and Inter-faith per spec tive” has been
pre pared by the Ken yan Epis co pal Com mis sion for Ecu me nism. We would like to wel come other pro -
pos als for shar ing in our lo cal com mu ni ties, pro pos ing the main themes of the Af ri can Synod.

Sup ple men tary cop ies of this folder can be ob tained in the Cath o lic Sec re tar iat’s Com mis sion for
Ecu me nism. Feel free even tu ally to make more cop ies your self.
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Work ing pa per 2

The Af ri can Synod (Synod of Bish ops for Af rica: Sec ond Spe cial
As sem bly)

“The Church in Af rica in ser vice to Rec on cil i a tion, Jus tice and Peace”.

EN COUN TER AND DI A LOGUE AMONG
THE CHRIS TIAN CHURCHES
Pro pos als for re flex ion and ac tion in Groups and Small
Chris tian Com mu ni ties
In April 1994 Pope John Paul II opened the “Spe cial As sem bly of the Synod of
Bish ops for Af rica” in Rome. It was an un for get ta ble mo ment for the Af ri can
Church. Bish ops from the whole con ti nent of Af rica came to gether to look at the
life of the Af ri can Church and her evan ge liz ing mis sion to wards the year 2000:
“You shall be my wit nesses” (Acts 1, 8)! In Sep tem ber 1995 the Pope came to Af -
rica to cel e brate the Synod on Af ri can soil and brought us the fruits of that Synod
ex pressed in the Ap os tolic Ex hor ta tion “The Church in Af rica”.

In deed the great chal lenge is to study the teach ing of the Synod, to dis cuss the im -
por tant is sues in our com mu ni ties in or der to trans form our per sonal lives and
our com mu ni ties in the spirit of the Synod.

Pope Ben e dict XVI con firmed the ini tia tive of his pre de ces sor in the year 2007,
spec i fy ing the topic: “The Church in Af rica in ser vice to rec on cil i a tion, jus tice and
peace. “You are the salt of the earth; you are the light of the world” Mt 5, 13-16.

The sit u a tion in Af rica has changed con sid er ably since the year 1994. The new re -
al ity re quires a thor ough study in view of a re newed evangelization ef fort to day.
The Church in Af rica, “Fam ily of God” has to con sider this re al ity and make Af rica 
more and more the “Home land of Je sus Christ”.

Church doc u ments are at times dif fi cult to un der stand and to ap ply in daily life.
These work ing pa pers of fer some in tro duc tion to var i ous themes of the Synod
and help us to share and dis cuss their mean ing for our per sonal life and the
Church in Af rica. Small Chris tian com mu ni ties and dif fer ent groups of Chris tians
are in vited to be come aware of the im pli ca tion of the themes for our Church life.
Shar ing in com mon re flex ion and dis cus sions will al low us to look to those is sues
to gether in the light of the Gos pel and to in spire us and be come more and more
liv ing wit nesses, cred i ble and ef fec tive, at the ser vice of our Af ri can Broth ers and
Sis ters.

“En coun ter and Di a logue” are dif fer ent step stones to meet and build our
Af ri can So ci ety. Our Af ri can cul ture of “hos pi tal ity” in vites us to open our doors,
to sit to gether and share and en rich each other. Chris tians and peo ple of dif fer ent
faiths will search to gether to en rich and in spire each other, each one of fers his
wis dom con fi dent that a real and hon est shar ing will chal lenges each one for a
pro found con ver sion.



Lis ten ing to the Synod
The Church has firstly to be come “Good News” her self.
Those who bring the Gos pel to oth ers Chris tians must first of all ac cept Je sus and his mes -
sage into their own lives. With out per sonal con ver sion we are not cred i ble mes sen gers of
God.

The Church must be gin by be ing evan ge lized her self by con stant con ver sion and re -
newal, in or der to evan ge lize the world with cred i bil ity. Her mem bers must all deepen their
faith. En trance into the king dom of God de mands a change of men tal ity and be hav ior and a life 
of wit ness in word and deed.

Read Ap os tolic Ex hor ta tion: “The Church in Af rica “

n. 47. Pres ent-day prob lems of the Church in Af rica: More pro found Evangelization.

n. 87. “You shall be my wit ness in Af rica: Wit ness and ho li ness.
For the bap tized the great chal lenge will al ways be that of lead ing a Chris tian life ac -
cord ing to the com mit ments of Bap tism, the sac ra ment which sig ni fies death to sin
and daily res ur rec tion to new life. (cf. Rom 6:4-5) With out this, it will be dif fi cult for Christ’s
dis ci ples to be “salt of the earth” and “light of the world” Mt 5:13,14.

Read Ap os tolic Ex hor ta tion: “The Church in Af rica “n. 74. In the light of the third mil len nium, pres -
ent-day chal lenges: need for bap tism, ur gency of Evangelization.
The Church pro claims the Good News of Christ in two ways:

By the proc la ma tion of the Word of God she re ceived from the Lord;

By the wit ness of life.
The way Christ’s dis ci ples shows the faith, hope and love which is in them, even to the point of 
mar tyr dom. The wit ness of life has be come more than ever an es sen tial con di tion for real ef -
fec tive ness in preach ing. Do we re ally preach what we live”? Gen u ine wit ness is es sen tial to
the au then tic proc la ma tion of faith to day, es pe cially the wit ness of sin cere mu tual love.

Read Ap os tolic Ex hor ta tion: “The Church in Af rica “

n. 55. Evangelization and inculturation. The Church’s Mis sion n. 77. The power of wit ness.

God’s Fam ily is ex pe ri enced in Liv ing Chris tian Com mu ni ties
The Church as Fam ily can not reach all her pos si bil i ties as Church un less she is di vided into
com mu ni ties small enough to fos ter close hu man re la tion ships.

The char ac ter is tics of such com mu ni ties are:
> To be en gaged in evan ge liz ing them selves ; to bring the Good News to oth ers
> To be com mu ni ties which pray and lis ten to God’s Word;
> To en cour age the mem bers to take on re spon si bil ity and learn to live as

Church;
> To re flect on dif fer ent hu man prob lems in the light of the Gos pel;
> To be come com mu ni ties com mit ted liv ing Christ’s love for ev ery body, a love

which tran scends the lim its of the nat u ral sol i dar ity of clans, tribes or other in -
ter est groups.

Read Ap os tolic Ex hor ta tion: “The Church in Af rica “
n. 89. Agents of Evangelization. Vi tal Chris tian Com mu ni ties

Di a logue is the Way of life of God’s Fam ily.
Mem bers of a fam ily share their daily joys and sor rows and face the prob lems of life
to gether. Ev ery one has some thing to con trib ute. In the life of the Church, each mem -
ber should have a voice, a role to play and a con tri bu tion to make in the de ci sions of
the com mu nity.

Read : “The Church in Af rica “ n. 88. The agents of Evangelization. n. 65. Di a logue
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How to pro mote Unity with our Chris tian Broth ers and Sis ters of
Other Churches?
Lis ten to oth ers and shar ing my own be liefs with oth ers in di a logue is not a choice for 
me, it is a “must”. It is part of my Chris tian mis sion to be a wit ness of Christ to all.
The En coun ter and Di a logue with our broth ers and sis ters of other Chris tian de -
nom i na tions is even more ur gent be cause Je sus Him self prayed for Unity “That they
may be one, as You Fa ther you are in me, so that the world may be lieve that you have
sent me” cf. Jn: 17.21
We are in vited to de velop an ec u men i cal di a logue with all bap tized broth ers and sis -
ters of other Churches in or der that the unity for which Christ prayed may be
achieved, in or der that their ser vice to the peo ples of the Af ri can Con ti nent may
make the Gos pel more cred i ble in the eyes of those who are search ing for God.

Read Ap os tolic Ex hor ta tion: “The Church in Af rica“ n. 65. Evangelization and Inculturation: Di a logue

Lis ten ing to the Scrip tures.
Acts of the Apos tles 4, 32:  “The whole group of be liev ers was united, heart and soul”.
Let ter to the Romans 15, 5:  “The God of per se ver ance and en cour age ment gives you all
the same pur pose, fol low ing the ex am ple of Je sus”.
Let ter to the Romans 15, 7: “Ac cept one an other, then, for the sake of God’s glory as
Christ ac cepted you”.
Sec ond let ter to the Co rin thi ans 13, 11: “Broth ers and Sis ters, we wish you joy; try to
grow per fect; en cour age one an other; have a com mon mind and live in peace, and the God of
love and peace will be with you.

First Let ter to the Co rin thi ans 1, 10: Broth ers and Sis ters I urge you in the name of
our Lord Je sus Christ, not to have fac tions among your selves, but all of you to be in agree -
ment in what you pro fess; so that you are per fectly united in your be liefs and judg ments.
John. 17, 21: May they all be one, just as, Fa ther, you are in me and I am in you, so that
they also may be in us, so that the world may be lieve it was you who sent me.

Re flec tions
By vir tue of her mis sion to shed on the whole world the ra di ance of the Gos pel mes -
sage, and to unify un der one Spirit all men and women of what ever na tion, race or
cul ture, the Church stands forth as a sign of that unity which al lows hon est di a logue
and gives it vig our.
Such mis sion re quires in the first place that we fos ter within the Church her self mu -
tual es teem, rev er ence and har mony, through the full rec og ni tion of law ful di ver sity.
Thus all those who com pose the one Peo ple of God, both pas tors and the gen eral
faith ful, can en gage in di a logue with ever abound ing fruit ful ness. Let there be unity in
what is nec es sary; free dom in what is non yet de fined, and char ity in any case.
Our hearts em brace also those broth ers and sis ters and com mu ni ties not yet liv ing
with us in full com mu nion; to them we are linked none the less by our pro fes sion of
the Fa ther and the Son and the Holy Spirit, and by the bond of Char ity.
Read in the Sec ond Vat i can Coun cil: The Church in the Mod ern World n. 92.

The call for Chris tian unity made by the Sec ond Vat i can Coun cil with such im pas -
sioned com mit ment is find ing an ever greater echo in the hearts of be liev ers. The
Cath o lic Church com mit ted her self ir re vo ca bly to fol low ing the path of the ec u men -
i cal jour ney, thus heed ing in the Spirit of the Lord, who teaches peo ple to in ter pret
care fully the “signs of the times”. 
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“The call for Chris tian Unity”. En cyc li cal let ter of Pope John Paul II on Com mit ment to Ecu me nism. n. 1&2

Ques tions to be asked, ac tions to be taken
Ev ery Di a logue has its roots in God, in the Holy Trin ity. The whole of our His tory
of Sal va tion is a Di a logue be tween God and Hu man ity.
> What do I/do we un der stand by Di a logue?
> Let us con sider how God en gages in Di a logue with his peo ple, in the Bi ble.

To make “en coun ter and di a logue” pos si ble and fruit ful, some fun da men tal at ti -
tudes are re quired:

Am I/are we ready to re spect the dif fer ences among us, dis cov er ing that di ver sity can

be comes a mu tual en rich ment?

Trust: Am I/are we ready to ac cept “the oth ers” as real part ner, in ter ested in our ex -
change and col lab o ra tion?
Do I/do we ac cept their in ten tions as sin cere? Am I/are we ready to ac cept their re -
ac tions, ob ser va tions and qual i ties and per sonal gifts?
Readi ness for rec on cil i a tion and fra ter nal re la tion ships.
Am I/are we ready to make the first step, to ini ti ate the di a logue, in spite of past di ver gences
and oppositions which re mains even up to to-day?
Do I/do we want to over throw or to lord it over the other. Am I/are we ready to dis cover to -
gether with the oth ers God’s will, ready to make our com mon dis cov ery a re al ity?

Di a logue needs time and pa tience
What are the ac tions and ini tia tives I am/we are ready to take in our com mu nity?

Am I/are we ready to know better the other per son or the other group?
Am I/are we ready to com mit my self to the long and ar du ous road of jour ney ing to gether to -
wards a deeper un der stand ing of one an other

> Am I/are we ready to pray with each other oth ers?
> Am I/are we ready to plan to gether and to co op er ate with oth ers in the civil 

and so cial in daily life.
   

Com mis sion for Ecu me nism March 2008
Email: ecu me nism@catholicchurch.or.ke

Some use ful doc u ment:
“The Church in Africa” – “Kanisa barani Af rica” (Paulines pub li ca tions. Sept. 1995)
Post-Syn odal ap os tolic ex hor ta tion of the Holy Fa ther John Paul II

NB: The num bers in this doc u ment re fer to this Ap os tolic ex hor ta tion.
“The Af ri can Synod co mes home” A sim pli fied text on the Af ri can Synod.
   

Ed ited by AMECEA pas to ral de part ment 1995.
NB: Large quo ta tions of this text are used in this doc u ment.

“Ecu me nism in Kenya”. Pas to ral let ter of the Cath o lic Bish ops of Kenya.
The voice of the Af ri can Bish ops n.48 Paulines pub li ca tions 2005
   

The work doc u ment “The Af ri can Synod in an ec u men i cal and Inter-faith per spec tive” has been
pre pared by the Ken yan Epis co pal Com mis sion for Ecu me nism. We would like to wel come other pro -
pos als for shar ing in our lo cal com mu ni ties, pro pos ing the main themes of the Af ri can Synod.

Sup ple men tary cop ies of this folder can be ob tained in the cath o lic Sec re tar iat’s, Com mis sion for
Ecu me nism. Feel free even tu ally to make more cop ies your self.
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